[C] [It does not.] Rather: So long as the Israelites would set their eyes 
upward and submit to their Father in heaven, they would be 
healed. And if not, they decayed [from the bites]. 


[I:1 A] Said R. Yosé, “In four places ‘make for yourself’ is said. In three it is 
explained, ‘and in one it is not., ‘Make for yourself an ark of gopher 
wood’ (Gen. 6:14), ‘make for yourself two silver trumpets’ (Num. 
10:2), ‘make for yourself knives of flint’ (Joshua 5:2), but ‘make for 
yourself a fiery serpent’ (Num. 21:8) is not explained.” 


[B] Said Moses, “Is not its real name nahash? Therefore: “And Moses 
made a brass [nehoshet] serpent [nahash].” 


[C] Along these same lines, R. Meir used to expound names: “The 
name of one man was Kidor:” 


[D] R. Meir said to them, “Hide yourself from him; he is a wicked man 
‘for a generation [ki dor] very froward are they’ (Deut. 32:20).” 


[E] R. Levi in the name of R. Hama bar Hanina: “‘And it shall 
come to pass that one who is bitten’ is not written here; rather, 
‘everyone who is bitten’ (Num. 21:8), whether the bite of a dog 
or a snake.” 


[F] But they are not alike. With regard to the bite of a dog 
Scripture says, “[Everyone who is bitten, when he sees [it, 
shall live];’ with regard to the bite of a snake Scripture 
says, “If a serpent had bitten any man, when he beheld [the 
serpent of brass, he lived” (Num. 21:9). 


[G] R. Judah Gozrayah said in the name of R. Aha, “With 
regard to the bite of a dog, which is not of its species, 
Scripture says, ‘when he sees;’ with regard to the bite of a 


snake, which is of its species, Scripture says, “when he 
beheld.” 


[H] .And the Rabbis said, “With regard to the bite of a dog, 
which does not penetrate. Scripture says, ‘When he sees; 
with regard to the bite of a snake, which does penetrate, 
‘when he beheld.” 


3:10 


[A] [The shofar blasts of] a deaf-mute, idiot, and minor do not fulfill the 
obligation of the community. 


